A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
the Archbishop who was with him, Sudbury, was frightened and
turned back—whereat the rebels sacked the Archbishop's palace
at Lambeth. The London mob rose and looted the Duke of
Lancaster's magnificent Palace of the Savoy; they blew up the
great hall with gunpowder—the first appearance, I think, of
that instrument in English civil commotions. All this was in
the second week of June.
The anarchy was quelled by a trick. The rebels were told
that their demands would be accepted if the armed force among
them would retreat to Mile End, and that the King would ride
out to grant their demands—which were the ending of all rights
to forced labour on the manors and all other dues on arable land,
fixed rents at 6d. (los. to izs.) an acre, with other points. A
charter was drawn up granting these requests, and on June 15
(a Saturday) young Richard, now a boy fourteen years old,
courageous like all the Plantagenets, rode out to meet the mob
—but not until the rebels had murdered the Archbishop and
Hales, the Treasurer, who had ordered the collecting of the tax.
When Richard appeared Wat Tyler, the leader of the rebels,
seized the young King's bridle, and he was struck down and
killed. For the moment Richard himself was in danger, but he
put himself at the head of the rebels, led them out to the north
of the city, and by promising to give them their demands, and by
the mere popularity of kingship, the danger had passed. But
the territorial classes and the great merchants against whom the
rising had been made broke the pledged word. By the end of
the month of June the manorial lords were rallying, coming into
London armed and mounted, with the small organized forces of
retainers which each could command. What was left of the
rebellion was crushed, and the county in which the revolution
had been best organized—Norfolk—saw it thoroughly defeated,
largely through the military temper of the Bishop of Norwich,
who fought a battle with the insurgents and won it.
The abortive rising, known as the Peasants' Revolt, had
felted as a political movement, for it was chaotic, but the cir-
cumstances of the time made for its economic success in spite
of the anger of the territorial classes. The forced labour in the
viBages began to be repealed almost universally, money payments
being substituted for it, and the countrysides settled down.
WfcKflfe.   One singular aspect of the general discontent
"ws& tibe momentary rise in England of what began as a private
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